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LOUIS H. EVANS IN GLASGOW MAKES 


A Plea for Clauty and Goncon 


We are never profound until we are clear. The 
average university student in America or Scotland 
has a third grade spiritual education. We must 
explain the gospel of Jesus Christ to the people 
step-by-step, in language they can understand. 


Jesus talked all night to Nicodemus. How long 
has it been since you talked all night with a man 
about his soul? Christ passed up his lunch to 
talk with a woman at the well of Samaria. How 
long has it been since you gave up your lunch hour 


A Presbyterian layman told me once that he 
joined the church on confusion of faith. There 
has never been such a need for clarity. Talk 
straight. A little boy was writing an essay on 
the mystery of life. He went to his brother, 
father and grandfather asking each one, “How 
were you born?” Each replied, ““A stork brought 
me.” The little boy started off his essay, “There 
hasn’t been a normal birth in our family in three 
generations.” 


Many preachers today are so wrapped up in 
their programs they don’t have time to mingle 
with the people, help them and love them. Don’t 
hate sin but fail to love the people. 

We are not saved just to be saved. We are 
saved to serve. If we are His then we are in His 
service. If we’re not in His service, then we’re 
not His. Unavailability is just as bad as adultery. 


to help someone? Jesus took a harlot by the hand 
and lifted her up. How long has it been since 
you proclaimed the gospel to prostitutes? 


Many churches use different ways to get devils 
out of a person. Episcopalians chant them out. 
Methodists sing them out. Congregationalists 
reason them out. Baptists drown them out and 
Presbyterians freeze them out. Just remember 
this—whenever any church begins to think it is 
the only church, then it has deteriorated to the 
point where it has ceased to be a church. 


(Note: Dr. Evans, who is minister-at-large 
of the Presbyterian USA Board of National Mis- 
sions, made the talk from which the foregoing are 
excerpts before several hundred ministers in Glas- 
gow in connection with the Billy Graham cam- 
paign in progress there.) 











Letters to the Editors 





Report from the Re-Located Minister 





Now Happily at Work 
To Tue OUTLOOK: 


Last summer you conducted a poll and 
carried many letters of comment on the 
“not-so-hypothetical case” of the minister 
whose resignation was demanded by his 
Session after he voted contrary to their 
beliefs at the General Assembly. May I, 
as the one to whom that advice was di- 
rected, belatedly express my appreciation 
to you, to all who wrote, and to those who 
helped me relocate? May I go further and 
state just what course I followed in the 
hope that it may help someone else who 
might someday be in a similar situation? 

Upon my return from the General As- 
sembly, I used the following Sunday even- 
ing service to tell my people of the events 
of the Assembly, not hiding that I had 
voted for both church union and the re- 
port on non-segregation. The next night a 
majority of the Session met, without my 
knowledge, and decided to demand my 
resignation. On Thursday night, in a full 
meeting of the Session, they informed me 
of their decision after, in the interval be- 
tween meetings having spread all over 
town the boast of “what they were going 
to do to the preacher.” Both of these 
meetings were termed “unofficial” and no 
minutes were kept. I told them if I did 
not have the confidence of the Session to 
decide and vote according to my own con- 
science, I had better seek another pastor- 
ate, as neither the Session nor I could 
work effectively as long as I remained. I 
suggested that within 90 days, if possible, 
I would be ready to request presbytery to 
dissolve our pastoral relationship. 

Therefore, at the proper time I asked the 
Session to call a congregational meeting 
to act upon my request that the people 
concur in my request to presbytery that 
the pastoral relationship be dissolved. This 
was done, presbytery granted the request, 
and I am now happily at work in another 
pastorate. 

At the congregational meeting the con- 
gregation, without a dissenting vote, in- 
cluded in the minutes a written statement 
of mine, giving my reasons for asking 
them to concur in my request to presby- 
tery. These reasons were, briefly: (1) 
The Session had violated its authority in 
assuming prerogatives that belong to the 
congregation. (2) The Session had sought 
to bind my conscience to the majority will 
of the Session. (3) These actions having 
made my continued presence inadvisable, 
I had sought another pastorate, found it, 
and desired to be released by presbytery 
to accept it. These minutes, including the 
statement, presumably went to presbytery 
for review at the end of the year. Whether 
presbytery then took any action I do not 
know. 

That’s what I did. Maybe you would 
have done otherwise. I pray no one else 
will be placed in a situation where he 
will have to decide. 

I would prefer to remain anonymous to 
your readers; not for my sake, for I am 
not ashamed; not for the sake of my pres- 
ent pastorate, for they know the circum- 
stances of my coming to them; but for 
the sake of the church I left, with its 
many, many fine people, which is still seek- 
ing another pastor. 

MINISTER. 


Marion Article Praised 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

For the past five years I have devoted 
a sizeable part of my time to reading dis- 
cussions pro and con on the integration 
question. I want you to know that I think 
the one of Dr. Marion (OUTLOOK, Mar. 14) 
is the best I’ve seen, bar none. 

He has made every point with unfailing 
logic, consistency and reference to basic 
principles. He has also made every point 
with full justice to, and understanding of, 
those who hold a different view. 

He has talked in a way that I like to 
hear our Christian leaders talk. A few 
more statements like his and America 
could be proud of her leadership in this 
crisis. 

I find it hard to believe that any clear- 
thinking person could read this article, 
“Segregation Sells America Short,” and 
not find himself more ready to lift the 
bushel off of his own light. 

SARAH Patton BOYLE. 
Charlottesville, Va. 


Mississippi Support 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


Though I differ with you thoroughly on 
many basic issues, I thought your issue 
of March 14th on segregation was quite 
worthwhile. 

Dr. Miller’s examination of the Biblical 
basis for segregation was certainly valid. 
Too much of our up-and-coming Negro 
leadership is turning away from Christ 
into liberalism and Roman Catholicism be- 
cause many of us who believe the Bible 
to be the Word of God interpret it to say 
that the Negro should be kept “in his 
place.” 

I appreciated the Christian love and un- 
derstanding Dr. Marion displayed in his 
recognition of the sincerity of the convic- 
tions of the one he was answering. The 
whole problem is going to have to be ap- 
proached in a spirit of prayer and real 
statesmanship. I, myself, am convinced 
that the integration of the public schools 
in Mississippi at the present time would 
be a catastrophe to both races. 

CLINTON C. BAKER. 
Carrollton, Miss. 


Unity-Diversity Report 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

I wish to thank you for including in the 
April 11 issue the report of the Assembly’s 
Christian Relations Council, “Unity in the 
Church with Diversity.” 

This report expresses with clarity and 
understanding many causes of disunity in 








YOUR COMMENTS... 

. . . ON matters coming before 
the General Assemblies are cor- 
dially invited. You are urged, 
however, to keep them brief—as 
much below 300 words as possible. 
Perhaps a brief paragraph will 
suffice to emphasize a point.— 
Editors. 


our beloved church. The Affirmation of 
our faith as Christians and as Presbyte- 
rians, stated so simply that anyone can 
understand, emphasizes our essential one- 
ness in Christ. 

I hope all of us will consider seriously 
and prayerfully the suggested means of 
achieving Christian unity. It seems to me 
that if we should take the first four sug- 
gestions and bind them together with the 
last two—obedience to the Law of Love 
and obedience to the Great Commission— 
we should indeed be able to go forward 
“lovingly and unitedly.” 

RutH W. (Mrs. B. C.) WILLIAMSON. 
Lynchburg, Va. 


Princeton Report 


(for Ministers) 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


Copy of a very important booklet (32 
pages) will be mailed to every minister 
at an early date. This consists of the 
Message and Reports of the World Pres- 
byterian Alliance at the meeting in 
Princeton, July, 1954. This will be mailed 
under the (blue) label of the Office of 
the General Assembly. A _ considerable 
investment has been made in this mate- 
rial and it should be saved from the 
waste-basket and preserved after it has 
been read. 

E. C. Scort, Stated Clerk. 
341-A Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E., 
Atlanta 5, Ga. 





Will you help us with this 


TEST? 


Response to advertising in THE OuT- 
LOOK has been so amazing, so outstand- 
ing, on numerous offerings in these col- 
umns, that we want to make a further 
test. 


On page 16 of this issue we have listed 
most of the items that have been produc- 
ing so many sales by mail, when adver- 
tised individually in THE OuTLOOK. Now 
we have listed THE WORKS. What 
will be the results? Will it beat another 
ad that brought over 60 coupons with 
$1 to $7, or will it equal another ad 
that brought coupons with more: than 
$685.50 plus other orders, or will it 
match the 225 replies once received from 
a footnote in 6-point type? 


The remarkable results from OUTLOOK 
advertising can be accounted for only by 


1. Good products. 
2. Responsive readers. 
3. Attention and interest. 


SEE PAGE 16 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK. Second-class mail privileges authorized at Richmond, Va. Published weekly on Monday by Outlook 
Publishers, Inc., 1 North Sixth Street, Richmond 19, Virginia, except first week, January, and fourth week, August. Telephone 2-9492; 
night, 4-5554. 15¢ a copy, $5.00 a year. Foreign postage $1 extra. 





Wi 


Ri 
an 


pre 


Ge 
all 
ne) 
sec 


on 
Col 
thr 
bu: 


n of 
yte- 
can 
one- 


usly 
s of 
) me 
sug- 
the 
Love 
on— 
vard 


(32 
ister 
the 
Pres- 
; in 
riled 
e of 
rable 
nate- 
the 
has 


rk. 


Out- 
tand- 
> col- 
rther 


listed 
»duc- 
dver- 
Now 
What 
other 
with 
or ad 
than 
ill it 
from 


‘LOOK 
ily by 


utlook 
2-9492; 





The Presbyterian Outlook 


OLD IN SERVICE 


CONTINUING THE PRESBYTERIAN TRIBUNE 


NEW IN SPIRIT 





Vol. 137. No. 16. May 2, 1955. 


1 North Sixth St., Richmond 19, Virginia 





U. S. G. A.—Richmond 


Only 4% Increase Proposed 


A benevolence budget of $6,495,073 
will be recommended to the Presbyterian, 
U. S., Assembly when it convenes in 
Richmond, Va., June 2. This represents 
an increase of only four per cent over the 
previous year, a total of $270,678. 

Along with this proposed budget the 
General Council will also recommend 
allocations to synods on the basis of a 
new formula, developed by the executive 
secretary of the Synod of Texas, E. A. 
Dean. It is computed on the basis of 
one-third each for membership, three-year 
contributions to Assembly agencies, and 
three-year total contributions minus 
building funds. 


Earlier Assembly Meeting 

Earlier meetings of the General Assem- 
bly will also be proposed in order to pro- 
vide more time before synods meet. The 
General Council recommends that the 
annual meeting be held “not earlier than 
the last week in April and not later than 
the first week in May.” 

It looks with considerable misgivings 
upon the channeling of benevclences into 
causes outside or opposed to the church’s 
program. It urges the Assembly to call 
upon presbyteries to require that ministers 
pledge their support of the denomina- 
tionally-approved list of benevolences. 

Where funds are divered to outside 
causes, the General Council says, “in 
most instances the key factor .. . is the 
pastor.” 

Approved for the church calendar are 
October, 1957, for a Presbyterian men’s 
convention in Miami, Fla., and Dec. 27- 
30, 1957 for the Sixth Quadrennial Youth 
Convention. 

The General Council has voted to dis- 
continue its committee on research and 
to make the Council itself responsible for 
research projects. 

The publicity department was given 
special attention and commendation and 
widespread cooperation was solicited in 
collecting and distributing the news of 
the church. 


McGukin: Program 

E. B. McGukin, Lynchburg, Va., pas- 
tor succeeded P. D. Miller as chairman 
of the program committee and also of the 
Forward With Christ committee. Dr. J. 


Fara Van Meter, Lexington, Ky., is chair- 
man of the General Council and Everett 
L. Repass, Salem, Va., is vice-chairman. 

The Council will urge the Assembly 
to recommend to each presbytery an 
“Every Church Canvass” in which stew- 
ardship representatives will visit every 
church and present the benevolence claims 
to the officers, explaining the requests 
that are made and urging full support. 
Memphis Presbytery, which has followed 
this plan, reports outstanding success. 

The proposed $6,495,073 budget is 
made up of the following items: 


Werm Missions =.......-.... $3,300,000 
Church Extension ..........-- 1,400,000 
Christian Education __-----_--- 535,180 
Annuities & Relief__..__.______ 441,817 
eee 796,581 
Women Work -___-_---- $132,326 
General Council __--- 144,655 
Assembly’s Training 
eee 185,000 
MORE, occu 118,000 
Stillman College ----- 150,000 
NN, I err 23,100 
Bible Society __-_--_- 37,500 
Administrative  __---- 6,000 
Inter-Church Agencies -_----_---- 21,494 
National Council ----$ 10,200 
World Council __--_-- 8,295 
Lord’s Day Alliance__ 1,000 
Relig. in Amer. Life__ 2,000 
$6,495,073 


USA G. A.—L. A. 


Committee Chairmen 
Named for U. S. Assembly 


Assembly’s Moderator Wade H. Boggs 
has appointed the chairmen of standing 
committees to serve during the coming 
meeting in Richmond, Va. In the Pres- 
byterian, U. S., Assembly the retiring 
Moderator names these committee leaders. 
Chairman of Bills and Overtures is 
usually the Moderator himself, but he has 
named another. 

All chairmen except two (Judicial 
Business and Annuities and Relief) are 
ministers. The men named are: 

BILLS AND OVERTURES, Sidney A. Gates, 
Salisbury, N. C. 

JUDICIAL Business, John A. Richardson, 
Shreveport, La. 

OFFICE OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY, J. Wayte 
Fulton, Jr., Miami, Fla. 

GENERAL Councr, A. H. Hollingsworth, 
Jr., Roanoke, Va. 

Wortp Missions, J. M. Walker, Jr., Roa- 
noke Rapids, N. C. 

CHURCH EXTENSION, Thomas M. Davis, 
New Orleans, La. 

CHRISTIAN Epucation, R. T. L. Liston, 
Bristol, Tenn. 

ANNUITIES AND RELIEF, A. Walton Litz, 
Little Rock, Ark. 

WoMEN’s Work, J. P. Noble, Greenville, 
S. C. 

INTERCHURCH ReELations, C. Ellis Nel- 
son, Austin, Texas. 

MINISTER AND His Work, Massey M. 
Heltzel, Augusta, Ga. 

CHRISTIAN RELATIONS, Albert C. Winn, 
Tuscaloosa, Ala. 


As the Assembly’s preacher for Sun- 
day morning, Dr. Boggs has named 
Henry E. Russell, Montgomery, Ala. 


USA Budget Is $25,769,649 


At Los Angeles, the Presbyterian, 
USA, Assembly will receive a proposed 
spending budget of $25,769,649 from its 
General Council. 

This sum includes $14,650,000 from 
the Church’s Ongoing Program; $4,500,- 


000 from the Advance Program; $3,775,- 
000 from women’s organizations; $367,- 
000 individual gifts; and $2,477,649 
from non-living sources. 

Itemized allocations, as proposed, are 
as follows: 





Church Church 

Receipts Receipts Women’s Indi- 

Ongoing Advance Organizations vidual Non-Living Total 

Program Program Receipts Gifts Sources Projected 
Natl. Missions ----- $5,283,615 $1,650,000 $1,600,000 $100,000 $1,290,000 $9,923,615 
Fgn. Missions __--- 4,438,918 1,650,000 1,600,000 200,000 662,649 8,551,567 
Christian Eduen. -~ 2,350,252 500,000 575,000 57,000 310,000 3,792,252 
Theol. Education --. 611,112 70,000 681,112 
Am. Bible Soc. _.-.-.- 73,962 73,962 
i ae nea 483,913 600,000 10,000 215,000 1,308,913 
Gen. Ser. & Prog. --- 1,283,890 30,000 1,313,890 
Nau. Ct. Che. =... 71,133 71,133 
Werld Ci. Cis. ...... 53,205 53,205 

$14,650,000 $4,500,000 $3,775,000 $367,000 $2,477,649 $25,769,649 








MISSION OFFICIALS CABLE 
ASIA-AFRICA CONFERENCE 


New York (xNS)—The Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Church, 
USA, sent a cable of greeting to the Asia-Africa Conference in Bandung, Indo- 


nesia. 


“We will pray to God that the conference may advance understanding, peace, 
freedom and justice among the nations of Asia, Africa and the entire world,” 


the message stated. 


It said the board has a “long-standing relationship with many of the peoples 


represented in the conference.” 


The cablegram was sent through Ambassador Charles H. Malik of Lebanon 


who was attending the conference. 


It was signed by Peter K. Emmons, president; 


John A. Mackay, chairman of the Foreign Committee, and Charles T. Leber, 


general secretary. 


LAWYERS’ CONCERN 


Relation of Work to 
Faith Is Studied 


CAMBRIDGE, Mass (RNS)—There is a 
mounting concern in the legal profession 
over ethical issues and the relevance of 
Christian faith to a lawyer’s work, Dean 
James A. Pike of New York’s Cathedral 
of St. John the Divine (Protestant Epis- 
copal) said here. 

He addressed a meeting of students 
and faculty from law schools of Harvard, 
Columbia and New York universities and 
a group of practicing attorneys. The 
session was called by the United Student 
Christian Council to examine the respon- 
sibility of the churches to the legal profes- 
sion and the role of lawyers as Christian 
laymen. 

William Ellis, associate secretary of 
the Council, said that as a result of the 
meeting here his organization may call a 
national conference of lawyers, law school 
members and students, and theologians. 

A principal purpose of the meeting was 
to consider a report by the Committee on 
Christian Vocation and the Legal Profes- 
sion, formed in February, 1954, by a 
group from the Harvard Law School to 
study the relationship of jurisprudence, 
ethics and theology. 

William Stringfellow of Harvard, 
chairman, said that in its 14-month sur- 
vey the committee found there were many 
books and articles in the field but “most 
materials written by lawyers are not well 
informed about Christian theology while 
most efforts by theologians lack a real 
understanding of the work of a lawyer.” 

“You practically have to go back to 
Thomas Aquinas for a serious Christian 
treatment of the subject,” he added. 


Revisions Proposed 

Participants in the meeting noted a 
growing interest by lawyers in ethical 
issues. As evidence of this trend they 
cited current proposals for revision of 
the legal profession’s code of ethics and 
for studies of the ethical problems of the 
practicing lawyer. 


4 


But it was stressed that the Christian 
concern extends beyond ethics to theo- 
logical issues. The meeting agreed it 
embraces such questions as: 

Is there a theological vindication of 
secular law? 

What is the significance to human law 
of Biblical concepts of justice and law? 

How does a Christian lawyer relate 
his participation in the worship of the 
Church to his daily work in the law? 

Is there need for a contemporary 
Christian philosophy of law? 

Dean Pike, who was an attorney before 
his ordination as a deacon in 1942, pro- 
posed four subjects for continued discus- 
sion and research by lawyers. They are: 
the ‘ethic beyond legal ethics’; the 
meaning of life for a Christian lawyer; 
the relationship of jurisprudence, ethics 
and theology; and the issues of church- 
state relations. 


Grant Is Made 


For Migrants’ Education 


New YorK (rNsS)—Receipt of a $14,- 
580 grant from the Fund for the Advance- 
ment of Education to aid the work among 
children of Negro migrant farm workers 
done by the National Council of Churches’ 
Home Missions Division was announced 
here by the division. 


The grant will be used in an educa- 


tional project to relate the learning and 
experience of parents and their children, 
and to encourage parents to have their 
children go to school rather than work in 
the fields. 


An educator with rural sociology ex- 
perience will live with a selected group of 
migrants in North Carolina or Virginia, 
traveling with them as they move to other 
states to pick and pack crops and return- 
ing with them to Florida for the winter 
harvest. 

The specialist will work closely with 
local boards of education, teachers, at- 
tendance officers, crew leaders and the 
Home Missions Division staff . He will 
receive consultant service from the U.S. 
Office of Education in selecting educa- 
tional materials and adapting them for 
use in classes for parents. 


Fellowship Urged Between 
‘Liberals, Fundamentalists’ 


NASHVILLE, TENN, (RNS) — Liberal 
and fundamentalist Christians need one 
another’s fellowship and_ instruction” 
now more than ever before, Harold De- 
Wolf of Boston University School of 
Theology told the biennial meeting here 
of the Methodist Student Workers’ Asso- 
ciation. 

He said that leaders of the fundamen- 
talist movement now “show signs of in- 
creasing flexibility, a new awakening of 
interest in the social implications of 
Christian ethics, and a toning down of 
opposition to biological evolution.” 

“Fundamentalists,” Dr. DeWolf con- 
tinued, “have produced many positive 
values, such as continual stress of Bible 
study in a period of neglect, constant 
preaching of a personal God concerned 
with human affairs, cultivation of prayer, 
worldwide evangelism, sacrificial giving, 
and service. 

“Serious weaknesses in the movement 
are its willingness to make accommoda- 
tion for, and even lend support to, such 
vicious social evils as racial discrimina- 
tion, economic injustice and arrogant 
nationalism.” 





$1,000,000 ESTATE 


Florida Doctor 


A Plant City physician has left a gift 
to the Presbyterian Church, U. S., which 
is one of the largest ever made to the 
denomination. 

Dr. Calvin Young, who died early in 
April, made a three-way division of one 
million dollars as follows: 

—35% to St. Johns Presbytery (St. 
Johns has been divided, since the will 
was written, into Everglades, Westmin- 
ster and St. Johns) ; 


Makes Big Gift 


—30% to the Board of World Missions; 


—35% to the former Committee of 
Christian Education and Ministerial Re- 
lief (now divided into two boards). This 
is divided as follows: 20% to minis- 
terial relief and 15% for the education of 
candidates for the ministry at Columbia 
Seminary. 

The bequest is to be administered by 
the trustees of the Genera] Assembly. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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USA G. A.—L. A. 


ORDINATION OF WOMEN IS URGED 


Ordination of women to the gospel min- 
istry will be recommended to the Presby- 
terian, USA, General Assembly in Los 
Angeles. 

In response to an overture from Roches- 
ter (N. Y.) Presbytery, a special com- 
mittee of seven (three ministers and four 
ruling elders including two women) will 
recommend amendment to the Form of 
Government, Chapter IV, Section 1, “Of 
Bishops or Pastors and Associate Pas- 
tors,” by the addition of “Both men and 
women may be called to this office.” 

Rochester Presbytery, in asking for this 
change, said: 


“The Christian faith has been history’s 
most potent force in elevating the position 
of women in our civilization and in using 
their special gifts. God has called a num- 
ber of women to the gospel ministry and 
has set his seal to their ordination by other 
denominations with the fruit of salvation 
of souls and the prosperity of churches. 
Because of her home responsibilities, it is 
not often possible for a woman to accept 
the stringent demands of the parish min- 
istry. Yet when a woman is led of God 
so to dedicate her life, it would be difficult 
to discover truly Christian grounds to deny 
her request for ordination. 

“The church has never interpreted 
Paul’s teaching as prohibiting women 
from serving the church as teachers of 
the Bible, as missionaries or as leaders in 
the promotion of missionary work. 

“Inasmuch as the Presbyterian Church 
has already approved the ordination of 
women as ruling elders, it has accepted 
as of permanent validity the teaching of 
Paul that, “There can be neither Jew nor 
Greek, there can be neither bond nor free, 
there can be no male or female, for yet are 
all one in Christ Jesus” (Gal. 3:27). It 
has thus decided that Paul’s various stric- 
tures on the place of women in the church 
were addressed to a contemporary situa- 
tion. 

“Our age sees many other evidences of 
the leadership of women. A woman can 
be a teacher, a lawyer, a business execu- 
tive, a diplomat, a doctor; yet in our 
church she cannot be ordained to preach 
the gospel. The whole emphasis of organ- 
ized Christianity has been the extension 
rather than the limitation of the number 
of those called into the service of Christ. 
Let us follow the spirit of our Master and 
no longer discriminate against any person 
because of sex.” 


The Committee 


The Assembly’s committee was com- 
posed of C. Vin White, Lincoln, Neb., 
chairman; Mrs. L. Irving Woolson, Bir- 
mingham, Mich., secretary; Elders D. 
Luther Evans, Columbus, Ohio; Edward 
B. Hodge, Bryn Mawr, Pa.; and Mrs. 
Frank A. Remde, Pasadena, Calif. Other 
ministers included: Hugh T. Kerr, Jr., 
Princeton, N. J.; Frank L. McCormick, 
Ft. Meade, Colo.; and Eugene Carson 
Blake, Assembly’s Stated Clerk, advisor. 


MAY 2, 1955 


Last year the committee . reported to 
the Detroit Assembly that additional 
time would be required and it was grant- 
ed. On the basis of its studies it makes 
its affirmative recommendation against 
this background: 


A 1953 report on the position of women 
in the Presbyterian Church, USA, for the 
United Church Women of the National 
Council of Churches showed that women 
in the USA Church: 


(1) Are now ordained as deacons and 
ruling elders; 

(2) May be commissioned by a presby- 
tery as church workers and lay preachers; 


(3) Constitute one-third of the member- 
ship of the program boards and are also 
included on the General Council and the 
Board of Pensions; 


(4) May be elected or appointed to any 
administrative or policy-making bodies; 


(5) As ruling elders, may be elected to 
the Moderatorship of presbytery, synod 
and General Assembly. 


Studies by the Commission on the Life 
and Work of Women in the Church of 
the World Council of Churches show 
“that the ordination of women is a live 
issue before many churches throughout 
the world.” 

“Increasing cooperation” is also ob- 
served “between men and women in busi- 
ness, industry, government, professional 
life and the church, whereby each makes 
room for the other to develop his or her 
special potentialities, and each recognizes 
the other as a partner on equal footing.” 


Increasing Opportunities 


The general trend throughout the world, 
the committee says, is toward increasing 
the opportunities for women to take lead- 
ership along with men. 

Special studies, in the course of this 
investigation, were prepared by and for 
the committee on (1) the Biblical view 
of women in society and the church; and 
(2) the doctrinal implications of the Re- 
formed Faith as they pertain to the place 
of women in the church and the ministry. 


According to the committee, the Bible 
teaches: 


That “in Christ Jesus there is neither 
male nor female’; 

That neither sex is inferior to the other 
in access to God’s grace and gifts; 


That women did serve as deaconesses 
and did hold positions in the Apostolic 
Church; 

The Bible does not prescribe a per- 
manent and specific social structure for 
the church or society, according to the 
committee; neither does it provide speci- 
fic direction for nor prohibition of ordina- 
tion of women to the gospel ministry. 


Reformed Position 


The Reformed (Presbyterian) doctrinal 
position both in regard to the place of 
women in the church and in regard to 
the ministry supports the view: 

“That it is proper to speak of equality 
of status for men and women both in terms 
of their creation and their redemption; 

“That it is proper to speak of equality 
of status for men and women in the 
church and its ministry; 


“That there is no theological ground for 
denying ordination to women simply be- 
cause they are women; 


“That structure in the Christian Church, 
is essentially functional in character; 


“That officers of the church and the form 
of its organization were designed by Jesus 
Christ to serve the best interests of the 
church, to fulfill his purpose for the 
church; 


“That there is no theological barrier 
against the ordination of women if or- 
dination would contribute to the edifica- 
tion and nurturing of the church in its . 
witness to the Lord of the church.” 

The only way for a full-time church 
worker to participate fully and respon- 
sibly in presbytery and the other courts 
of the church, under the Presbyterian 
form of government, is by ordination to 
the ministry, the committee says. 

The ministry is more and more diver- 
sified, with increasing opportunities not 
only for pastors and preachers, but for 
teachers, missionaries, directors of reli- 
gious education, chaplains, social workers 
and other church vocations, it is pointed 
out. 


Ordination of women, the committee 
says, would enable the church to give 
status to women now serving the church 
and it would encourage others to under- 
take the work of the ministry. 





Ministers’ Vacation Exchange 


Including U.S., USA, AR, and 
United Presbyterians 





EXCHANGE 

Waynesboro, Va., Westminster church, 
now being organized. One svs, church in 
our house, building under construction; 
about 100 at SS and worship. 4 July & 
Aug. Sundays. Prefer N. Y. or Great Lakes 
region. Manse excg. John A. Womeldorf, 
1900 Mt Vernon St., Waynesboro, Va. 


Brooklyn, N. Y., Bushwick, ch, 350 mbs. 
One Sun. svs. Half-hour Times Sq., Jones 
Beach, amusement and theatre district. 3 
or 4 July or Aug. Sundays. Prefer Rocky 
Mtns. or any mountain areas. Manse excg. 
P. C. Curt, 975 Bushwick Ave., Brooklyn 
21, N. Y. 

Charlotte, N. C., Amity ch, 300 mbs. Ex- 
change or supply. Prefer Long Island or 
New England coast or lake area, or NYC. 
4 Aug. Sundays. Manse exce. Richard 
V. Collen, 3900 Hickory Grove Rd., Char- 
lotte, N.C. 








USA G. A.—L. A. 


Separate Synods, Presbyteries Studied 
By Committee With a View to Integration 


High courts of the Presbyterian 
Churches (U.S. and USA) have con- 
demned_ segregation but within both 


churches some judicatories are still sep- 
arate. Four years ago the U. S. Church 
voted to abolish its separate Negro synod, 
though three Negro presbyteries have been 
retained. (Many Negro churches, how- 
ever, are full-fledged members of white 
presbyteries.) In January of this year 
the separate Mexican presbytery was dis- 
solved in Texas. A separate Indian 
presbytery is continued in Oklahoma. 

In the USA Church there are two In- 
dian presbyteries and three separate Ne- 
gro synods while there is one synod 
organized along cultural lines with a large 
proportion of foreign-speaking members. 

The 1954 USA Assembly authorized 
appointment of a committee “to confer 
with those synods and presbyteries . . . 
as to the advisability of their being in- 
tegrated into present synods and presby- 
teries covering the same geographical 
areas.” 


Turner Is Chairman 

A seven-man committee will report its 
activities to the Los Angeles Assembly. 
Herman L. Turner, Atlanta, Ga., pastor 
is chairman; C. Morton Hanna, Louis- 
ville Seminary professor, is secretary. 
Other members are: M. A. Galamison, 
Brooklyn, N. Y.; D. K. Toriumi, Pasa- 
dena, Calif.; R. L. Kennedy, Chicago; 
Gale Braithwaite, Sioux Falls, S. D.; and 
H. R. Pinkney, Nashville, Tenn. 

Conferences have been held with rep- 
resentatives of these now-separate bodies 
and the usual procedure has been to re- 
quest that they enter into discussions with 
the “regular” presbyteries or synods in 
which they are located to discover the 
possibilities of full integration. 

In some cases immediate steps were 
taken looking toward recommendations 
to the respective synods or presbyteries at 
their next meetings. In the case of one 
Indian presbytery the adjacent non-In- 
dian churches have been requested “‘to do 
everything possible to cultivate the high- 
type of Christian fellowship between the 
groups by inviting the ministers and 
elders of the Indian churches within their 
bounds to attend meetings of presbyteries 
and participate in all activities.” 
Seminars Are Urged 

It is also recommended that a series of 
seminars be conducted in localities into 
which Indians are moving “in an effort 
to discover ways and means of meeting 
the spiritual needs and particularly the 
integration of Indians into the regular 
Presbyterian churches.” 


6 


On the basis of its studies, conferences 
and efforts to draw groups together, the 
committee will report to the Assembly 
that “real progress” has been made and 
will ask to be continued. 


When “Comprehend” 


Means “Overcome” 
By LUTHER A. WEIGLE 


The word “comprehend” comes from 
a Latin verb which means to seize or 
grasp. The primary reference of the 
Latin comprehendere was to the physical 
laying hold of something; but it readily 
acquired a secondary meaning, and was 
applied to the intellectual grasp of un- 
derstanding of a matter. In the sixteenth 
century the English word “comprehend” 
was employed in both the physical and 
the intellectual senses, as was also the 
related word “apprehend.” Today the 
physical sense of “comprehend” is ob- 
sclete, while “apprehend” retains both 
senses. 

For this reason the translation of John 
1:5 in the King James Version has now 
become misleading: ‘The light shineth 
in darkness; and the darkness compre- 
hended it not.” That seems to the reader 
of today to be a statement concerning the 
stupidity of those who were in the dark, 
and their lack of understanding. The 
translation by the American Standard 
Version is better—‘‘the darkness appre- 
hended it not’’—but it is still open to the 
same misunderstanding. 


Our Part: 


Recently I have been reading a truly 
great book, Essential Christianity, by 
William E. Wilson. Give thought to 
these lines: ‘‘Jesus says little or nothing 
about defined intellectual beliefs, nothing 
whatever about Orders of Ministry. He 
gives no instructions about forms and 
ceremonies. .. . But what he did stress is 
clear everywhere. It was trust in God, 
seeking his rule and his righteousness, 
caring for one’s fellow-man, and in gen- 
eral the prophetic message deepened and 
universalized. .. . 

“Let me now submit three statements 
indicating something upon which all who 
profess and call themselves Christians 
can agree. It is, I believe, Essential 
Christianity, the faith itself. To com- 
mit our lives to the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ that he may work in 


Living with Peace of Mind. . 


The best translation is that which was 
given in the marginal note of the Amer- 
ican Standard Version, and has now been 
adopted by the Revised Standard Version: 
“the darkness has not overcome it.’’ The 
opening sentences of John’s Gospel con- 
cerning the Word in whom is life and 
who is the light of men do not close with 
the anticlimatic idea that it is all very 
puzzling, but with the triumphant asser- 
tion that the light dispels the darkness, 
and that the darkness can not overcome 
the light. Here is the present rendering 
of the first five verses of the Gospel of 
John: 

“In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. He was in the beginning with 
God; all things were made through him, 
and without him was not anything made 
that was made. In him was life, and the 
life was the light of men. The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
has not overcome it.” 

Other modern translations have “did 
not master it’? (Moffatt); “has never put 
it out’ (Goodspeed, Phillips); “has 
never overpowered it” (Weymouth, Twen- 
tieth Century, Williams); “overcame it 
not” (Torrey); “did not conquer it” 
(Rieu). 


Churches Urged to Meet 
Interests of Teen-Agers 


MONTREAL (RNS)—Potential interest 
in religion is at its peak among youngsters 
in their late teens and this is a challenge 
that should be met by all churches, K. H. 
Rogers of McGill University’s divinity 
faculty said here. 

Dr. Rogers, a psychologist as well as 
a clergyman with wide experience in 
youth work, stressed five points on “Un- 
derstanding Teen-agers.” His address 
opened a youth leadership training course 


Accept the Gift 


us to will and do his gocd pleasure. God, 
the Creator of all things, gives himself to 
us in Jesus Christ. The one and only 
necessary response on our part to that 
gift is to accept it by giving ourselves to 
God. There results from this acceptance 
by self-giving a life guided and empow- 
ered by God in love. I therefore com- 
mit my life to him to be guided and em- 
powered by his Spirit, and led by Christ 
in all things to do his will. 
“Christianity is the revelation to men 
in Jesus Christ of God, the Creator of 
all things, as a Father. Thus is it not 
primarily a demand for assent to a creed, 
but for loyalty, trust and obedience to 
God. And it is more. It is inspiration 
and power. It creates in us the loyalty, 
trust and obedience which it demands.” 


By Kirby Page 
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COMMENCEMENT 


Speakers announced for the approach- 
ing commencement season are listed be- 
low. Numbers indicate: (1) Baccalaureate 
preacher; (2) commencement speakers; 
(3) others. 


PRESBYTERIAN, U. S. 

Hampden-Sydney (Va.)—(1) W. Laps- 
ley Carson, Richmond, Va., June 5; (2) 
Virginius Dabney, Richmond, Va., June 6. 

Presbyterian Junior (N. C.)—-(1) James 
Appleby, Richmond, Va., May 29; (2) 
Edwin A. West, Washington, N. C. 

Columbia Seminary (Ga.)—(1) Massey 
M. Heltzel, Augusta, Ga., May 15; (2) 
President Goodrich C. White, Emory Uni- 
versity, May 16; (3) R. P. Richardson, 
Memphis, Tenn. 

Union Seminary (Va.)—(1) Patrick D. 
Miller, Atlanta, Ga., May 22; (2) Ben Lacy 
Rose, Wilmington, N. C., May 24. 

Davidson (N. C.)—(1) Iain Wilson, 
Baltimore, Md., May 29; (2) Wilson Mar- 
tindale Compton, New York, May 30. 

Peace (N. C.)—(1) Albert G. Edwards, 
Harrisonburg, Va., May 29; (2) College: 
President Jos. Clark Robert, Coker Col- 
lege, May 30; High School: Ivy Hixson, 
Salem College, May 27; (3) Mrs. John 
Groves, N. Augusta, S. C., May 29. 

Queen (N. C.)—(1) Edward G. Lilly, 
Charleston, S. C., May 29; (2) Reuben G. 
Gustavson, May 30; (3) Chancellor Robt. 
B. House, University of N. C., May 28. 


PRESBYTERIAN, USA 

University of Tulsa (Okla.)—(1) Hallie 
G. Gantz, Tulsa, May 29; (2) President 
John Tyler Caldwell, University of Ar- 
kansas, May 30. 

Blackburn (Ill.)—(1) E. Fay Campbell, 
Philadelphia, June 5; (2) Ralph Waldo 
Lloyd, Maryville, Tenn., June 6. 

Park (Mo.)—(1) President J. L. Zwin- 
gle, May 29; (2) Warren Lee Pierson, 
Trans-World Airlines, May 30. 








sponsored by the Montreal Anglican Dio- 
cesan Theological College. 

The five points are: 

1. As teen-agers develop, they tend to 
make decisions for themselves. But lack- 
ing pertinent and realistic information, 
such decisions often are made on an emo- 
tional basis. 

2. Teen-agers respond most to friend- 
liness. The personal relationships they 
find in recreational centers are far more 
important than the activities planned for 
them, or the age-groupings into which 
they are fitted. For pre-teen-agers, the 
reverse is true. 

3. Teen-agers’ restlessness is natural. 
Some are active physically and others 
combine this with mental restlessness— 
an inability to concentrate. Often this 
restlessness is not appreciated, though it 
is at the root of much juvenile delin- 
quency. 

4. If left to themselves, teen-agers gen- 
erally make poor use of leisure time. Most 
delinquency occurs during the leisure 
hours of teen-age gangs. 

5. A large proportion of the boys and 
girls in less privileged areas have no re- 
ligious beliefs, or such generalized ideas 
as to be of little help. 
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Washing2ton & Jefferson (Pa.)—(1) Pres- 
ident B. R. Lacy, Richmond, Va., June 9. 

McCormick Seminary (Ill.)—(2) Sam- 
uel H. Franklin, Jr., Tokyo, Japan, May 20. 

Millikin (I1l.)—(1) Paul Freed, Easton, 
Pa., June 5; (2) Chas. B. Shuman, Chi- 
cago. 

Beaver (Pa.)—President Ramon Kist- 
ler, June 5; (2) Richard Bond, Haverford, 
Pa. 

Wilson (Pa.)—(1) Donald Craig Kerr, 
Baltimore, Md., June 5; (2) President 
Wm. W. Hall, Lancaster, Pa., June 6. 

Illinois—(2) Charles B. Shuman, Chi- 
cago. " 


UNITED PRESBYTERIAN 

Sterling (Kan.)—(1) Ibrahim Said, 
Cairo, Egypt, May 30; (2) Lem T. Jones, 
Kansas City, Mo., May 31. 

Knoxville (Tenn.)—(1) Lee Edwin 
Walker, Pittsburgh, Pa., May 29; (2) How- 
ard Thurman, Boston, May 30; (3) Clin- 
ton M. Marsh. 

Pittsburgh-Xenia Seminary (Pa.)—(1) 
H. Ray Shear, May 15; (2) President Geo. 
A. Long, May 19, both of the seminary. 

Westminster (Pa.)—(1) W. Bruce Wil- 
son, Pittsburgh, June 5; (2) John H. 
Furbay, TWA, New York, June 6. 
CUMBERLAND 

Bethel (Tenn.)—(1) Herbert Morrow, 
May 29; (2) Edward Jones, June 2. 

A. R. P. 
Erskine (S. C.)—(1) R. T. Nelson, Lake 


Wales, Fla.; (2) Congressman James P. 
Richards, S. C., May 30. 





HONORARY DEGREES 

Honorary degrees scheduled to be con- 
ferred by various Presbyterian colleges 
at the 1955 commencement includes the 
following: 

Hampden-Sydney (Va.) — D. D.: Iain 
Wilson. Baltimore, Md.; Ellison A. Smyth, 
Blacksburg, Va.; LL.D: President Wm. C. 
Finch, Southwestern University, George- 


town, Texas; D. Sc.: Richard Hugh Wood, 
Atlanta, Ga. 

Illinois—LL.D: Chas. Baker Shuman, 
American Farm Bureau Federation, Chi- 
cago. 

Beaver (Pa.)—L. H. D.: Richard C. Bond, 
President, John Wanamaker Store, Phil- 
adelphia. 

Millikin (Ill.)—D. D.: Paul Freed, Eas- 
ton, Pa.; LL.D.: Chas. B. Shuman, Chi- 
cago. 

Park (Mo.)—LL.D.: Warren Lee Pier- 
son, Trans-World Airlines; Chas. F. Noyes, 
“Dean of Real Estate” in New York; 
L. H. D.: Karl Menninger, Topeka, Kan. 

Blackburn (Ill.)—S. T. D.: Ralph Waldo 
Lloyd, Maryville, Tenn.; D. Sc.: John L. 
Wood, University of Tenn, Memphis. 

Wilson (Pa.)—L. H. D.: Kate Hillis 
Boyd, Chambersburg, Pa.; Litt. D.: Helena 
Margaret Gamer, University of Chicago. 

Knoxville (Tenn.)—LL.D.: David K. 
Cherry, Knoxville’s dean; D. D.: Clinton 
M. Marsh. 

Sterling (Kan.)—D. D.: R. O. McCaslin, 
Tarrington, Wyo.; Ibrahim Said, Cairo, 
Egypt. Citations: Leo Lawless, faculty 
member; Earl Benson, Oklahoma City, 
trustee. 

Bethel (Tenn.)—D. D.: Geo. Coleman, 
A. G. Matlock, both of Memphis. 


GOWNS 


«Pulpit and Choir 
Headquarters for 


Church Furniture - Stoles 

si Embroideries - Vestments 

ow Hangings - Communion 
Sets . Altar Brass Goods 


CATALOG ON REQUES 


“Pational ss: 








Living e 


P. O. DRAWER 483 


Beginning where the “3 R’s” end... 


Stillman’s ‘3 L” training—a stimulating experience in 


Learning e 


STILLMAN COLLEGE 


A General Fund Agency of The Presbyterian Church in the U. S. 


Leading 


TUSCALOOSA, ALA. 








1837 


John R. Cunningham, President 


DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


THE SUPREME EFFORT IS TO TEACH MEN— 
HOW TO THINK, HOW TO BEHAVE, HOW TO LIVE 


1955 


Davidson, N. C. 








EDGAR G. GAMMON, President 





1776 Hampden-Sydney College 1955 


Exceptional record for turning out leaders in church, community and nation. 
Sound education undergirded by Christian faith. 


Hampden-Sydney, Virginia 




















wm Presbyteriay 
Outlook 


Continuing The Presbyterian Tribune 
AUBREY N. BROWN 
Editor 


ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Co-Editor 


JAMES 8. BROWN 
Business Manager 


Tribune Editorial Committee 


Phillips P. Elliott John Mitchell Currie 
Hope Stelzlie Johansen 


Associate Editors 
To Be Named 


Contributing Editors 
To Be Named 


Subscription—$5.00 a year 


Editorial and Business Offices 
Dial 2-9492—Night 4-5554 
1 North 6th Street, Richmond 19, Va. 


EDITORIAL 


Ministers and “Moral Violations” 

Are presbyteries too lenient with dis- 
loyalty and moral violations ? 

It is clearly intimated in the report of 
the Committee on the Minister and His 
Work to the U. S. Assembly (OuTLOoK, 
April 25) that they are. 

Not only this committee but the Gen- 
eral Council as well deals with the dis- 
loyalty of ministers who undermine the 
church’s program and channel benevo- 
lences into pet projects that are basically 
opposed to officially approved undertak- 
ings. 

This is much more easily detected and 
handled than what the committee calls 
“ministers guilty of moral violations.” 

In regard to the latter problem, the 
committee calls upon the presbyteries to 
take the necessary steps to deal with min- 
isters about whom rumors are in circula- 
tion—either to protect their good name 
and reputation by proving the stories 
unfounded or to bear witness to the 
church's call to an exemplary life. 

A minister who falls into “gross sin” 
should be dealt with. However, it is 
doubtless true that one reason why a 
church body approaches such a disci- 
plinary task with distaste is that any min- 
ister realizes how much easier it is to dis- 
cipline the sins of the flesh than those of 
the spirit and, in the long run, how much 
more damage is done by the latter. 

The problem is seen by the typical 
community reaction. We recoil in shock 
when a minister is revealed as finan- 
cially dishonest, sexually delinquent or 
addicted to drink or some of today’s high- 
powered drugs. Obviously we need to 
say to anybody who needs such a reminder 
that these and like practices just won’t 
do in the leadership of the church. 

But dees the community react with 
the same degree of shock at the manifes- 
tation of a bitter and unforgiving spirit, 
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or when a spiritual leader plants the seeds 
of racial pride, or when the truth is par- 
tially or entirely withheld, or when some- 
one’s reputation is destroyed, or when a 
great Christian cause needs support and 
men betray Christ by failing to take an 
open and courageous stand? 

We need to keep all this in mind—and 
heart—and we must keep reminding our- 
selves of the nature and universality of 
sin and the fact that every man is utterly 
dependent upon forgiving grace. 

However, we can agree that it is no 
service to anyone when a presbytery, in 
order to be relieved of a defaulting min- 
ister, sends him to another presbytery and 
one of its churches under the descrip- 
tion of being “in good and regular stand- 
ing’ when everybody knows the evil trail 
he has left behind him. Even if they are 
not greatly concerned about the welfare 
of the other presbytery and church, they 
ought to think about a principle we call 
the Golden Rule. If they don’t, their 
day will come sooner or later for this 
(or any other) kind of moral poison 
circulates throughout the body and all 
suffer. 

Walter E. Schuette has a helpful book 
on this and many other ministerial prob- 
lems.* He is not so much concerned, 
in his discussion, with official action 
that may be taken as he is with the re- 
sponsibility a minister himself ought to 
feel and a course which he ought to follow. 

Schuette points out that church bodies 
sometimes add to the problem by letting 
a “gifted ‘successful’ minister” off with 
more leniency than some man who is 
mediocre, when forces are set in motion 
that eliminate one and make a place for 
the other. Out of his long observation and 
experience, Schuette comes to this con- 
clusion: 





“Weighing all the arguments, and hav- 
ing been officially in sorry contact with 
eases of the kind, my conviction is that 
the offender should of his own accord 
demit the holy office. While there are 
those who will excuse and forget, there are 
more who cannot. The constantly alert, 
observant and vocal multitude of those 
who, while not scoffers of God and of 
holy things, are caustic and ready critics 
of the ministry and the church, find too 
much ground for protest when a minister 
goes far astray from the path of decency. 
Allusion to powerful evangelists who be- 
fore their conversion were notorious sin- 
ners is malapropos. They did not commit 
their gross sins while in the ministry. 

“The erring minister need not try to 
comfort himself by thinking he can escape 
in strange territory the nauseous odor 
which his weakness or willfullness has 
originated. Knowledge of sin of this kind 
has a way of following the perpetrator 
from place to place, no matter how remote 
the region. ‘Be sure your sin will find you 
out!’ Comes the added question, when 
church officers devise a scheme by which 
the minister under consideration is trans- 
ferred to a new field, what can be said 
when those in the new field learn, as they 

*The Minister’s Personal Guide, Harper 
& Bros., N. Y., 1953, 183 pp., $2.95. 


eventually will, what has been done to 
them?” 

He goes on with a plea for true repen- 
tance and restraint from criticism by 
such repentants of other ministers on 
other grounds—very good but too long 
for further quotation here. 

What is more desperately needed, how- 
ever, as these columns have long insisted, 
is a course that will avoid many of these 
tragedies which occur. Like some 
churches, we should make routine and 
mandatory the thorough testing of every 
candidate for the ministry by competent 
medical and psychiatric personnel. Then, 
when personality deficiencies are indi- 
cated, a warning flag can be raised and, 
more important, steps can be taken either 
to turn a man toward other service or to 
help him develop a pattern of growth that 
will be a guard against some later tragedy. 

There is entirely too much reliable data 
showing tendencies that can be detected 
early to make us complacent about these 
things, for let us not forget that the longer 
the problem continues, the greater will be 
the number of those who will suffer. 

Therefore, while presbyteries may well 
do something about the wrecks that oc- 
cur, there are preventive measures that 
should be seen as even more compelling. 





Wilbur LaRoe Says: 


Godly Men in High Office. At 
what time in recent history have we had 
so many real followers of Christ in high 
places? The President and his Secretary 
of State are Presbyterians. Arthur S. 
Flemming, former president of Washing- 
ton’s Federation of Churches, a conse- 
crated Methodist, is in charge of Defense 
Mobilization. Dr. Stassen, devoted Bap- 
tist layman, is virtually - Secretary of 
Peace in the Cabinet. Elton Trueblood, a 
Quaker, statesman and loving disciple, is 
Chief of Religious Information, U. S. 
Information Agency. Secretary Benson 
makes no important decision without ask- 
ing God’s guidance. Cabinet meetings 
are opened with prayer. Church people 
should thank God for this new atmos- 
phere at the top of our government. 

Weak Voice. Those of us who live 
in Washington are pained by the weak- 
ness of Protestantism’s voice on Capitol 
Hill. The voice of Roman Catholicism is 
not only heard but respected. The cther 
day during hearings at the Capitol on 
Universal Military Training the church- 
men present heard a spokesman for the 
American Legion say that the churches do 
not really speak for the American people, 
but the Legion does speak for them. We 
hope this is not true, but one thing is 
sure: Protestantism does not have an 
influence on legislative policy that is at 
all proportionate to the number of Prot- 
estant voters. 
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IN DEFENSE OF A HUMORLESS MAN 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


“T never ceased to watch over each one 
of you with tears.”’-—Acts 20:31. 


OST of us Christians nowadays 

would prefer to have a pastor who 
would watch over us with smiles, not 
with tears. If we are on a pulpit com- 
mittee and get wind of a possible candi- 
date who has no sense of humor, we lose 
no time in scratching him off the list. 
Humor is said to be, and is, a great 
American trait, and it is by no means 
excluded from the church. 

Ministers come home from synced meet- 
ing with new funny stories. Mission 
boards, inquiring about prospective mis- 
sionaries, ask if they have a sense of 
humor. Professors of Old Testament, 
even theologians, have been known to 
make facetious remarks, and have been 
seen to laugh. 

A professor of economics can acquire 
justly a reputation fcr being one of the 
era’s brightest wits. Even morticians, in 
their hours of ease, can be side-splittingly 
funny. 

There is some humor in the Bible, even 
on the pages of the Gospels. As someone 
has remarked, now and then we will 
fail to understand a saying of Jesus if we 
do not picture the twinkle in his eye as 
he said it. But in the pages of the Epis- 
tles of Paul is never a twinkle. Neither 
friend nor foe has ever praised or con- 
demned him for having a sense of humor. 

Some people find this a defect in him. 
It is undoubtedly one of the reasons why 
he does not make the appeal to fun-loving 
Americans that he otherwise might. Nev- 
ertheless something ought to be said in 
defense of this humorless man. 


Fes one thing, his letters were all 
called forth by serious occasions, 
which he must meet seriously. You can- 
not laugh off the kind of problems the 
Corinthians faced, for example. When 
you are dealing with the decrees of God 
as Paul does for the Romans, you can’t 
illustrate your points with funny stories. 
When you are writing to a humorless 
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man (like Timothy) you don’t get a bet- 
ter welcome by inserting a comic note into 
your correspondence. When you are on 
trial for your life you don’t make a joke 
out of it. 

There was no call for humor on any 
occasion when Paul wrote or dictated a 
letter. Still, when a man does have a 
keen sense of humor it is likely to make 
a spark some time or other in spite of 
himself. So we may fairly judge that 
Paul had none, whatever his occasions. 

We cannot blame him. His race was 
against him. The Jews of those days 
were a grim people, and Paul ran true to 
form. The few hints Paul drops about 
his very early life have led some to sus- 
pect that his home life had not been a 
happy one. A sense of humor needs to 
be nourished in childhood or it is not 
likely to develop. 

Then we must remember the man was 
physically in pain all the time—assuming 
that the thorn in the flesh was what that 
vivid phrase suggests. A hospital is no 
house of mirth, and Paul in our time 
would have been hospitalized more than 
once. 

Further, not only were the situations 
that called forth his letters un-humorous; 
he wrote in decidedly un-funny circum- 
stances. He wrote from jail, he wrote 
awaiting trial for his life, he wrote with 
his eyesight bothering him, he wrote in 
the intervals of tent-making and evange- 
listic meetings, he wrote when stirred to a 
kind of desperation by his enemies’ 
slanders. How would you expect the man 
to be humorous ? 

Furthermore, he knew the classical 
Roman-Greek world, the world from 
which so many of his converts came that 
he was early called the Apostle to the 
Gentiles. In that world humor was far 
from clean. The comedies of Greek and 
Roman authors are best left untranslated. 
Paul very likely reacted so strongly 


against the immorality of typical pagan 
humor of his day that he would react 
against humor itself. The only time he 
ever mentions jesting he associates it 
with foul and foolish talk, and warns 
against it. 


HIS is not to say that a sense of 

humor is bad, or that we should 
destroy it if we have it. But we can be 
thankful that Paul was so serious. To 
be sure, he would have had an easier time 
himself, and with himself and others, if 
he had been blessed with humor; but he 
was not. And yet, considering the times 
in which he lived, the obstacles he had 
to meet, one wonders if the intensity, the 
never-faltering drive of his great energy, 
might not have been slowed down if he 
had the capacity for detachment which is 
the basis of a sense of humor. Further- 
more, had he written his letters and 
done his work in a lighter manner, we 
might have wondered about him as we 
do about those who seem to take life with 
an easy gaiety—what does the man really 
think when he is serious? Beneath this 
rippling surface, what dark cold depths 
may lie? Does the humor in the man’s 
eye and manner and words come natur- 
ally, or is it a cloak, a shield, an anodyne? 
We do not have to wonder about it in 
Paul’s case; it was not there. 

We have to remember what Paul him- 
self said about gifts. It is not mainly a 
question of what gifts a man has; rather 
of how he uses them. If a man has no 
sense of humor, he only bores himself and 
others trying to pretend he has one. Let 
him not env» his lighter-spirited brother; 
but let the gayer spirit not despise the 
brother of the somber mind. If the 
gaiety he used in the service of God and 
man, not in mockery nor to make vice at- 
tractive, let the man with a gift for 
laughter use that gift, and welcome. 

But if a man will serve God with tears, 
let him be as God made him. For the 
Most High has many servants; and, on 
the whole, who shall deny that those who 
serve him in shadows show more courage 
than these who serve him in the sun? 
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foundland. He is a native of Louisville, 
M | N | ST E R | A L Miss., who went into the chaplaincy from 
an Ahoskie, N. C., pastorate. 


MENTION RETIRED 


C. K. Taffe, Cameron, N. C., requested 
ot Fayetteville Presbytery at its recent 
meeting that he be retired as pastor of 
the Cameron, Vass and Union churches. 
He will continue to live in Cameron and 
be available as occasional and interim 
supply pastor. 

Jos. Sunter, formerly pastor at Bergen, 
N. Y., has retired. 








CHANGES 

Paul D. Cross from Addison, N. Y., to 
Shellsburg, Iowa, May 1. 

Marshall B. Wyatt from Jacksonville, 
Fla., to Pinehurst, N. C., May 15. 

Harry Burton Boyd from Indiana, Pa., 
to 7320 6th Ave., N., St. Petersburg, Fla. 

W. Sherman Skinner from Pittsburgh, 
Pa., to Second church, Westminster at MISSIONARIES 
Taylor, St. Louis, Mo., May 15. Kenneth C. Shaver and Mrs. Shaver 


have ended their furlough year in this 
AIR FORCE ACADEMY ? country and have returned to Sau Paulo, 
_John Stewart Bennett, a Presbyterian, Brazil where he is treasurer of the East 
U. S., chapiain, has been named as the anq West Brazil Missions. 
Protestant chaplain for the new Air 
Force Academy at Denver, Colo. He is FOREMAN: Sterling 
now senior chaplain for the Northeast Kenneth J. Foreman, Louisville Sem- 
Air Command with headquarters in New- inary professor and OUTLOOK associate 
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editor, will be the Institute Hour lecturer 
at the United Midwest institute, Sterling, 
Kan., June 27-July 1. 


DCEs 

Marietta Elsner, now of the St. An- 
drews-Covenant church, Wilmington, 
N. C., will become assistant to the re- 
gional director of Christian Education in 
the Synod of Virginia May 9. 


YALE GRANT 

Sara Little, director of field work and 
assistant professor of religious education 
at the Assembly’s Training School, Rich- 
mond, Va., will fulfill her residence re- 
quirements toward the Ph. D. degree at 
Yale University next year. A grant cov- 
ering all expenses has been made for 
this purpose by the Southern Fellowships 
Fund. 


ADULT & FAMILY 

Louanna Roach, who had been director 
of Christian education for El Paso, Texas, 
Presbytery, has joined the staff of the 
Presbyterian, U. S., Board of Christian 
Education in Richmond, Va. Miss Roach 
succeeds Robert Herndon as an associate 
in the Department of Adult and Family 
Education. 


CHAPLAIN 

Frederick Brown Harris, chaplain of 
the U. S. Senate, will retire from his 31- 
year-old pastorate at the Foundry Meth- 
odist church, Washington, D. C., June 5. 
He has been the Senate chaplain since 
1942 except for two years when Peter 
Marshall served in that post. 
SECRETARY 

Andrew Wright, a Baptist minister of 
London, England, has been named asso- 
ciate general secretary of the World 
Council of Christian Education and Sun- 
day School Association, effective next 
September. He has been an official of 
the Christian Endeavor Movement in 
Britain. 
BOOK 

Ludwig A. Beckman, Jr., Ellisville, 
Miss., is the author of a book recently 
published by Vantage Press, ‘South San- 
tee Stories for Children.” 


Chaplain Bids Veterans 
Abandon Isolationism 


WaAsHINGTON, D. C. (RNS)—A warn- 
ing to American war veterans to abandon 
their traditional attitude of isolationism 
was sounded here by Thomas A. Barton, 
national chaplain of the Veterans of For- 
eign Wars, as that organization’s 10,000 
posts observed ‘Freedom of Religion 
Day.” 

The VFW spiritual leader said it 
should become America’s ‘magnificent 
obsession” to let “‘its light shine” through- 
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out the world in order to lead all mankind 
to the freedom of worship that is enjoyed 
in the United States. 

The observance of “Freedom of Reli- 
gion Day” marked the opening of Na- 
tional VF W Week. 

Mr. Barton, a Presbyterian who is 
chaplain of the Veterans Administration 
Hospital at Grand Island, Neb., told the 
veterans that they must not “cuddle up in 
a Godless cradle of isolationism and let 
the rest of the world go by.” 

“If this day means anything to the 
nation’s war veterans,” he said, “it 
is to bring into focus the fact that Amer- 
ica’s sons have died half way around the 
world in order that Americans might be 
free to live as conscience dictates. This 
means to be free to worship, to call every 
other man his brother—and mean it. It 
means to be free to feel he is an impor- 
tant part of his state, because part of 
the state belongs to him. He does not 
belong to the state. 

“But a free American must go beyond 
this. We must work and pray for the 
freedom of all mankind.” 





Areas of Agreement 
Underlie Denominations 

NEW YorK (RNS)—A call for a “grass 
roots” movement to break down the “walls 
of partition” that separate persons of dif- 
ferent denominations was voiced here by 
Henry Knox Sherrill of New York, pre- 
siding bishop of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church and a president of the World 
Council of Churches. 

He told 1,500 worshipers attending an 
ecumenical service at Fifth Avenue Pres- 
byterian church, the first of its kind in 
this area, that the achievement of unity 
among Christians is aided by the “tre- 
mendous areas of agreement” among the 
denominations. 

The Episcopal prelate noted, however, 
that there are areas of disagreement, 
“some of them very important,” and 
called for emphasis on “the centralities 
of our faith” and on the “building of 
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bridges and the creating of friendship.” 

Bishop Sherrill expressed regret that 
the Roman Catholic Church has not par- 
ticipated in the activities of the World 
Council of Churches. 

“It is not so much that they don’t come 
to our assemblies but that our clergy do 
not meet their clergy,” he said, ‘‘and, in 
simple ways in daily friendship, we can- 
not come together.” 

He said he had “little hope of a better 
relationship” until an “atmosphere of 
brotherhood and understanding” is 
achieved through getting to know one 
another in these “little ways.” 

Bishop Sherrill declared that no re- 
ligious denomination can “stand alone” 
against the pressures of the present cen- 
tury. 


Mississippi Methodists 
Uphold Segregation 


Jackson, Miss. (RNS)—More than 
200 Methodist clergymen and laymen 
from all over the state, meeting here, 
formed an association to preserve segre- 
gation within the church. 

Featured speaker at the meeting was 
G. S. Fraser, pastor of St. James church, 


Montgomery, Ala. He said it would “be 
a sad day for the Methodist people should 
we ever come to a time when we are not 
free to voice and act upon our convictions, 
helpless in the presence of facts and 
forces that in our hearts we protest.” 

Dr. Fraser is a leader of an organiza- 
tion to fight any breakdown of segregation 
within the Methodist Church formed in 
Birmingham, Ala., last December by 
some 200 Methodist clergymen and lay- 
men from five southern states. 

That meeting adopted a resolution set- 
ting forth the following program: 

Opposition to any statements by Metho- 
dist publications, conferences, officials or 
other authority that seek to change the 
present system of separate jurisdictions 
for white and Negro churches. 

Development of a plan to inform 
Methodists about moves to promote full 
racial integration within the church. 

Steps to ask all delegates to Methodist 
conferences to oppose any “liberalization” 
of the present racial policy. 

A request to church leaders to give 
Methodists “frank and factual” state- 
ments on how integration would affect the 
church. 








Religious not just in illustration, in message, 
or in quote . . . but religious in all three! 
Now churches and church schools can send at- 
tractive Christian birthday cards to children 
ages 1-11. They picture Jesus at approximate- 
ly the age of the child receiving the greeting 
and are keyed on the back for easy age 
identification. Some are lithographed in black 
and salmon and others are in black and pea- 
cock blue. Illustrations are by Janet Smalley, 
noted artist for children. 10 cents each; 
75 cents a dozen. 
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MOVIE OF THE MONTH* 


al 


Day of Triumph 


James K. Friedrich, who has produced 
ready fifty-two religious films, includ- 


ing a notable series on the life of St. Paul 
through Cathedral Films, is now offering 


a 
re 


full-length production for theatrical 
lease, through Century Films. 
Some events during the years of Jesus’ 


public ministry are seen through the ac- 
tivities of the Zealots, in their endeavor 
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to overthrow the foreign rule. Judas’ 
treachery is part of the story which cul- 
minates in the crucifixion. The day of 
triumph is revealed when Jesus appears 
to his disciples. He is not dead, but 
alive for evermore. The plot is well de- 
veloped. The Zealots, the High priests, 
Pontius Pilate, Judas and the disciples 
create interest and are convincing. The 
character of Jesus has avoided the tradi- 
tional stained-glass conception of his 
personality but reflects his background as 
a carpenter, a man of the people in whom 
they would believe. His portrayal by 
Robert Wilson does no violation to any- 
one’s idea of Jesus, whether it be from 
childhood’s Sunday school days when col- 
ored pictures subsequently treasured illus- 
trated the lessons, or whether older stu- 
dents have become familiar with the 
paintings of famous artists from different 
epochs, countries and cultural back- 
grounds. 

Directed with authority by the late 
Irving Pichel, this film receives a respect- 
ful approach. No artificial devices, no 
halos, no shadows nor effulgent lights are 
used. Simplicity of treatment adds qual- 
ity to a production already rich in artistic 
and dramatic values. Music by Daniele 
Amfitheatrof is well used, the vocal effects 
contributed by the Roger Wagner Chorale 
round out the harmony when emphasis 
and tonal color are needed. The crowd 
scenes are skillfully handled, historical 
background is preserved. Eastman Color 
is especially effective in outdoor scenes 
and helps the imagination in the visual- 
ization of interiors, the implements of 
living and the costumes of the times. 

This is one picture which, even with 
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the inclusion of contemporary situations 
from other sources than the gospels’ nar- 
rative does not resort to sensational, un- 
savory element to attract popular atten- 
tion. It is a thoroughly adequate por- 
trayal of some of the life, teachings and 
times of Jesus when “he walked on earth 
among men.” FOR: Family. 


Also recommended: 


EAST OF EDEN (Warners). Based on 
some important elements in the latter part 
of John Steinbeck’s novel, this drama of 
family conflicts and a study in character 
motivations is emotionally shattering. The 
film takes the best of the story, improves 
upon it and makes it a potent lesson in 
understanding. Twin brothers Cal and 
Aaron are friends and enemies. Both seek 
the approval of their austere, honest father 
Adam who favors Aaron. Cal wants to 
find favor but can neither explain nor 
control his wild impulses. While he throws 
himself into work to further his father’s 
vegetable produce enterprise, he is also 
growing into a man and, in his search for 
truth about his absent mother, unearths 
the seeds of tragedy, sorrow and eventual 
adjustment in father and son relationship. 
Superlative direction by Elia Kazan dis- 
tills the essence from each actor’s contri- 
bution. Raymond Massey as the father 
and James Dean as Cal give memorable 
performances. Julie Harris is Abra, the 
girl with rare insight who helps Cal in 
his growing self-awareness and self-re- 
spect. All others are excellent in the large 
east. Settings of the Salinas-Monterey 
North California country are realistic. 
Warnercolor and CinemaScope. FOR: 
Adults. 


MARTY (Hecht-Lancaster Production. 
United Artists Release). A down-to-earth- 
slice-of-life is the story of a bashful, home- 
ly, mother dominated young man, unsuc- 
cessful with girls, whose life becomes sud- 
denly sunny and hopeful when he meets a 
shy young school teacher at the neighbor- 
hood ballroom. Even if this mild melo- 
drama, derived from a popular T.V. presen- 
tation, is oriented to an Italian family in 
the Bronx, it has universal appeal. It 
involves family relationships, traditional 
religious views and sociological problems. 
It awakens sympathy for those who lack 
social adjustment and physical attractive- 
ness because of its sensitive awareness to 
these problems. Very well acted. FOR: 
Family. 





*Rated by the Protestant Motion Pic- 
ture Council. 





THE secret of success in life, is for a 
man to be ready for his opportunity 
when it comes.—DIsRAELI. 
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Reverence for Sacred Things 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for May 15, 1955 


2 Chronicles 25-26. 


We consider this week the case of a 
man who spoiled a lifetime of successful 
achievement by one hasty and inconsid- 
erate act, who early set himself to seek 
the Lord, but who in the end trespassed 
against him, because he was strong and 
his heart was filled with pride. 

Uzziah was called to the throne when 
he was still a boy by the murder of his 
father Amaziah. The earlier part of 
Amaziah’s reign had been glorious. 
Elated by a decisive victory over the 
Edomites he made the mistake of pro- 
voking war with Israel. Badly defeated 
at Bethshemesh, he was forced to submit 
to the partial dismantling of Jerusalem, 
his capital, and to the looting of his 
sacred treasures. The sons of the nation’s 
chief men were taken to Samaria as hos- 
tages, and Amaziah retained his throne 
only through the clemency of his con- 
queror. The demolished fortification and 
the enforced absence of the hostages from 
their families kept the disgrace alive in 
the memories of the citizens, until at last, 
fifteen years after his humiliation, Ama- 
ziah was murdered at Lachish. 

The people then unitedly rallied be- 
hind Uzziah and elevated him to the 
throne in his father’s stead. As Rawlin- 
son points out: 

“It is uncertain whether he was Ama- 
ziah’s eldest son, and so pointed out for 
monarch by the law of primogeniture; or 
whether he was a younger son, whom the 
people selected from a belief that he pos- 
sessed qualities which made him fit to 
rule.” 

Uzziah’s tender age, the historian’s ex- 
pression, “fall the people of Judah took 
Uzziah and made him king,” would indi- 
cate the latter. Their choice, if such it 
was, was amply justified by the result. 

Uzziah reigned over Judah for 52 
years, and was the strongest and most 
successful king the southern kingdom had 
known since the days of David and Sol- 
omon. He was equally great in the paths 
of peace and in those of war. The pros- 
perity of the country kept pace with the 
respect it had won among the nations. 
To appreciate the magnitude of his 
achievements— and the tragedy that be- 
fell him in the end—we note: 


|. Judah’s External Expansion 

One of Uzziah’s earliest achievements 
was the rebuilding and reactivating of 
Eloth, a seaport on the Red Sea, formerly 
belonging to Edom. (26:2). As Raw- 
linson points out: 

“The power which held Eloth naturally 
exercised a certain influence over the Si- 


naitic peninsula with its mines of copper 
and turquoise, could enter readily into 
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Print 26:3-5,16-21 


relations with Egypt, and might even 
aspire to a share in the valuable Red Sea 
commerce which gave Solomon his great 
wealth (1 Kings 9:26-28; 10:11-14). It 
was indicative of much vigor and self- 
confidence that such an enterprise should 
have been undertaken at all, especially 
by a youth of 16, and the actual establish- 
ment of Judah upon the southern sea must 
have much increased her prestige and as 
time went on would be sure to increase 
her prosperity” Rawlinson: Kings of Israel 
and Judah). 

But this was only the beginning of a 
vigorous and successful foreign policy 
pursued by the ambitous young monarch. 
For the first time since David, Judah 
became strong enough to attack and over- 
come the Philistines, Judah’s troublesome 
neighbors to the southeast. Uzziah took 
their strong places one after the other 
and brake down their walls, or as some 
think, actually razed the cities to the 
ground (26:6). Moreover he occupied 
the subjugated territory and planted it 
with new towns in which no doubt the 
Hebrews were the dominant element. 
(How modern all this sounds: we could 
change a few names and terms and think 
it was some page from very recent his- 
tory.) 

While thus employed in extending and 
consolidating his power in the southeast 
(against the Philistines) and in the south- 
west (against the Edomites), Uzziah na- 
turally came into hostile collision with 
the Arab tribes which roamed over the 
desert wastes to the south. It was neces- 
sary to bring these fierce marauders into 
subjection in order to give security to 
his own southern border and to the terri- 
tory taken from Philistia and Edom. 
With God’s help, Uzziah succeeded in 
this endeavor (26:7). (Query: Is it 
proper for powerful, imperialistic nations 
to justify their expansion by similar 
arguments today ?) 

As confusion and disaster increased in 
the northern kingdom (after the fall of 
Jehu’s dynasty) large portions of the old 
territory of Israel east of the Jordan fell 
into his hands. Ammon, Moab, and the 
districts connected with them gladly put 
themselves under his protection and paid 
him tribute. 


If. Judah’s Internal Development 
These successes abroad were accom- 
panied by a policy of wise vigilance and 
activity at home, which was well calcu- 
lated to secure his territories from attack 
on the part of his neighbors. He strength- 
ened the defenses of Jerusalem by build- 
ing towers at the three spots where the 
walls were most likely to be attacked. 
He protected the grazing lands to the 


southeast and east by building forts in 
which the population could take refuge 
in case of sudden raid, and at the same 
time improved the productiveness of the 
tract by building cisterns for the storing 
of rain water in strategic centers. He 
organized, equipped and disciplined the 
military force of the country on a new 
plan. 

“Retaining or recalling David’s institu- 
tion of the ‘Mighty Men of Valor’ [some- 
thing like our Marine corps] he raised the 
number from 600 of David’s time to 2,600, 
thus more than quadrupling this impor- 
tant body of picked troops (26:12). The 
remainder of the fighting force of the 
country, which amounted to 375,000 men, 
was organized into bands by his captain 
of the host, Hananiah, assisted by Jeiel 
the scribe and Maaseiah [an officer], who 
made out and kept a register of the entire 
number. (It had almost caused a rebel- 
lion when David inaugurated a military 
census of the kingdom, but under Uzziah 
such a measure had come to be a matter 
of course). The arms provided for them 
consisted of shields, spears, helmets, ha- 
bergeons [coats of mail], bows and arrows, 
and slings. For the defences of Jerusa- 
lem in case of attack Uzziah collected a 
large number of military engines, such as 
had long been employed by the Assyrians 
and Egyptians in their sieges; some re- 
sembled the Roman ballistae, which hurled 
huge stones against the enemy; others 
corresponded to the Roman catapultae, 
which shot forth darts and javelins. These 
were distributed along the line of the 
walls and placed in commanding positions 
upon the towers, ready for instant use in 
case of siege of the city was attempted.” 


(Query: Uzziah carried out an ex- 
tensive armament program and modern- 
ized his defenses. Is this a proper pro- 
cedure for our own country? Uzziah’s 
weapons of destruction seem almost like 
child’s play compared with our modern 
means of mass destruction. Under what 
circumstances, to what extent, is it right 
for us to use atomic weapons if hostilities 
break out—say, with China?) 

But Uzziah developed the peaceful 
arts, as well as the arts of war. He en- 
couraged agriculture—vines in the hill 
country, grain in the plain—and also 
stock raising. The cisterns which he cut 
out of the rocks opened up new lands for 
cultivation, and increased the nation’s 
food supply. “He loved the soil, ex- 
plains the writer of Chronicles (26:10). 

Respected abroad, successful in his 
attempts to increase the safety and pros- 
perity of his realm, it seemed to the in- 
spired historian that Uzziah preeminently 
enjoyed the blessing of God. There was 
no other explanation that he could give. 
“God made him prosper” (vs. 5). “He 
was marvelously helped till he was 
strong” (vs. 15). This leads us to note 


Ill, Uzziah’s Attitude Toward God 

The summary of Uzziah’s reign both 
in Kings (2 Kings 15:3) and Chronicles 
(16:4) declare him to have been a good 
and pious king. “He did: what was right 
in the eyes of the Lord (not merely in 
the sight of men, but in the sight of the 
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Lord), according to all that his father 
Amaziah had done.” That, as we have 
just seen, is the inspired historian’s ex- 
planation of his highly prosperous reign. 

Who was responsible for this able mon- 
arch’s devotion to the will of God? Three 
individuals are mentioned. First, his 
father. Uzziah did what was right in the 
sight of the Lord, according to all that 
his father Amaziah had done.” Uzziah 
was blessed in having such a father, a 
father who set the right example, a father 
who made it easier for his son to do the 
right, and to walk in God’s ways. Chil- 
dren do not always walk in the footsteps 
of their fathers, but if the religion of the 
father is attractive as well as noble, the 
chances are that the boy will not stray 
far—or long—therefrom. 

Uzziah’s mother must also be taken 
into account. Her name was Jecheliah, 
and she was a native of Jerusalem (vs. 
3). That is all the information we are 
given. And yet this information was not 
given without some purpose. The Israel- 
itish mother was not a “cipher” in the 
home. No mother is, and generally they 
do far more to mould their children’s 
character than does the father. Study 
reveals that most of the men who have 
rendered large service to the church had 
pious mothers. As William Ross Wal- 
lace put it: ‘The hand that rocks the 
cradle is the hand that rules the world.” 

Mother and father contributed, we can 
be sure, the essential elements of the child’s 
religious training, as they must almost 
invariably do. Nonetheless the person 
who caused the dormant seed to sprout, 
who inspired the gifted youth to set him- 
self to know God, was a priest or prophet 
named Zechariah, who instructed him, the 
historian tells us, in the fear of God. 
We know nothing else of Zechariah (he 
was not the prophet who contributed one 
of the books to the Old Testament), but 
he was the best sort of teacher—one who 
was able to communicate nct only his 
knowledge, but also his attitude to his 
pupil, and more than that, to insp*re him 
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to seek further knowledge for himself. 

So many are content in both Sunday 
school and public school to stick just 
where their formal education came to 
an end. Who can estimate the influence 
of a good teacher, or of any teacher who 
is able to communicate his own vision to 
that even of a single youth. “It was per- 
haps decisive for my entire future life,” 
wrote Adolph Hitler in Mein Kampf, 
“that I was fortunate enough to have a 
... teacher. .. .” Not so fortunate in the 
estimation of the rest of the world. For 
it was this teacher who inspired Hitler 
with a vision of fanatical German na- 
tionalism. Unfortunately, some teachers 
—parents, public school teachers, yes, and 
religious teachers, as well, do succeed in 
transmitting their prejudices, and their 
partial loyalties, rather than the highest 
ideals of living. Would that we had more 
men like Zechariah, able not only to in- 
struct others, but also to inspire them to 
seek God. 

Uzziah “set himself to seek God in the 
days of Zechariah.” Wise teacher and 
wise lad. For one must seek God for 
himself; the doctrines which are trans- 
mitted have little meaning unless they 
really become our own. 

“As long as he sought the Lord,” the 
sacred historian continues, ‘‘God made 
him to prosper.” This last clause indi- 
cates that there came a time when Uzziah 
ceased to seek God. It is quite evident 
that he did not become an atheist or a 
skeptic; that he continued to participate 
in the national worship; probably he con- 
tinued to regard himself and to be con- 
sidered, as deeply religious. Nonethe- 
less something had happened to his re- 
ligious life. He no longer sought the 
Lord. The sacred historian hints at an 
explanation: “But when he was strong, 
he grew proud to his destruction” (vs. 
16). Perhaps he no longer felt his de- 
pendence on God. He did not need to 
go to God for guidance as once he did. 

Finally, exalted by a sense of his own 
importance and having lost real touch 
with God, he wantonly and without ex- 
cuse invaded the priestly office and at- 
tempted to offer incense on the golden 
altar that stood within the Holy of Hollies. 
As Rawlinson says: 
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“The act was a flagrant assumption, not 
only of the priestly, but of the high priest. 
ly office, and, if tamely submitted to, 
would have practically subordinated the 
entire priesthood to the monarch.” 

In our own day we have seen the dan- 
ger which arises when the church is sub- 
ordinated to the state. It is no longer 
free to serve as the conscience of society, 
No man remains free to criticize the 
powers that be. Tyranny reigns with no 
check but the ultimate nemesis which 
tyranny always breeds. 

Azariah, the high priest of the time, 
understood the gravity of the crisis and 
like numerous churchmen since his time, 
had the courage to meet it. With a band 
of 80 ordinary priests he followed the 
king into the sacred building and there 
“withstood” their sovereign. ‘It is not 
for you, Uzziah,” he said, “to burn in- 
cense to the Lord. . . . Go out of the 
sanctuary, for you have done wrong” 
(vs. 18). 

“For any man to remain humble in a 
high place,” someone has said, ‘‘calls for 
a high quality of soul.” It was a quality 
which Uzziah had lost long since. Uz- 
ziah’s wrath was kindled at Azariah’s 
defiance, and undoubtedly the offending 
priest would have gone to something like 
a concentration camp, if the dread sign 
of leprosy had not suddenly been dis- 
covered on the king’s brow. Bowing 
under this sign of the divine displeasure 
the king withdrew, and lived in isolation 
for the rest of his days. 

One of the most terrible of all trage- 
dies is for a man to live a blameless life 
and then mar it at the very last by a 
foolish or sinful act. Only rarely do we 
see as dramatic a reversal of fortune 
as that which befell Uzziah. But as the 
20th Century Quarterly puts it, “The 
man who grows proud always contributes 
to his own destruction.” A man who is 
not willing to listen to criticism is already 
on the skids. The way was prepared for 
Uzziah’s tragedy when he left off seeking 
the Lord. Why is it that men who once 
sought the Lord finally cease to do so? 
Why is it that men who are strong, s0 
often grow proud—to their destruction? 
How can we best guard against this two- 
fold danger? 

Lesson topic and Scripture selections copyrighted by 


the Division of Education, National Council of Churches. 
Scripture quotations from the Revised Standard Version 
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BOOK NOTES 


RELIGION AND FREEDOM OF THOUGHT. 
By Perry Miller, Robert C. Calhoun, Nathan 
M. Pusey and Reinhold Niebuhr. Doubleday 
& Co., New York. 64 pp. $1. 

This symposium represents a contribu- 
tion of Union Seminary (N.Y.) to the bi- 
centennial celebration of Columbia Uni- 
versity. When these four men set out to 
discuss the relation of religion to the free- 
dom of the human mind, one will expect 
fresh insights and vigorous writing. The 
reader will not be disappointed. 

All four writers agree that the relation 
between organized religion and the free- 
dom of thought is ambivalent. Religion 
has been at once the source of strength 
to the inquiring mind and through its 
organized forms a principal source of re- 
pression and even of persecution. 

Calhoun traces the long history of the 
interplay between religion and intellec- 
tual freedom in Western civilization. He 
notes that many of the Greek philosophers 
were members of religious communities. 
He points to the strong support given to 
learning in the Middle Ages and to the 
Protestant interest in founding colleges 
and universities. He traces the hamper- 
ing influence of the church to its love 
of the old and to its preoccupation with 
practical interests. 

Miller writes a fascinating essay on 
the American phase of this history. He 
points out that early American Protestan- 
tism had no notion of political freedom 
for all kinds of opinion. He criticizes 
writers who say that this generous tolera- 
tion was implicit in their teaching, thus 
making our Protestant ancestors “into a 
collection of libertarian Typhoid Marys, 
carrying unwittingly the germs of a con- 
tagion to which they themselves were im- 
mune.” (p. 14) 

Miller finds a paradox between our 
orthodoxy and our love for and even wor- 
ship of nature. Both have been used to 
sanctify not freedom but conformity. He 
pays tribute to the protest which men like 
Niebuhr and Tillich have made against 
conformity and expects from the Chris- 
tian concept of freedom a continuing and 
needed disturbance of American com- 
placency. 

Writing from his still-new post at Har- 
vard, Pusey is naturally aware of the 
attempts to throttle freedom of inquiry 
in the universities. He notes as a result 
of the recent inquistorial temper in Amer- 
ican life a timidity, “the fear of making 
mistakes, the refusal to take chances, the 
desire at all costs to escape notice” (p. 49) 
in young people that is disastrous. He 
looks to an “awakening to God’s pur- 
Pose” to fortify the courage “to stand 
for freedom,” and freedom of the mind 
we have to “win again and again.” (pp. 
53, 54.) 

Reinhold Niebuhr makes clear that 
every mind has its commitment and as 
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such is servant, not master, of the self. 
Monotheism has the advantage of a God 
who in majesty judges all partial inter- 
ests. Yet Christians have often identified 
their own partial and historical interests 
with the God they worship. In our own 
country the very multiplicity of churches 
has served to introduce a balance to hold 
the pretentious claims of one group in 
check. Yet without faith in God, men 
will turn to the demonic half-gods, who 
permit no freedom for the mind. 

It follows that the worst servants of 
human freedom are its supposed friends 
who underestimate the difficulties of 
achieving freedom of the mind, who 
fondly imagine that if the country could 
only be freed of the baleful effects of re- 
ligion and superstition, the mind of man 
would blossom unafraid. 

J. Harry Cotton. 
Crawfordsville, Ind. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


Jesus and the First Three Gospels. Wal- 
ter E. Bundy. Harvard University Press, 
Cambridge. $7.50. 

Wonderful Jesus. Alfreda Post Carhart. 
Bruce Humphries, Inc., Boston. $2.00. 

When Men Are Free. Columbia Univer- 
sity Citizenship Education Project. Hough- 
ton Mifflin Co., Boston. $3.75. 

Beyond Despair. G. Ray Jordan. The 
Macmillan Co., N. Y. $2.50. 

In Pond and Streams, Margaret Waring 
Buck. Abingdon Press, Nashville. $3.00, 
cloth. $1.75, paper. 

Lapland Drum. Alice Alison Lide and 
Margaret Alison Johansen. Abingdon Press 
Nashville. $1.50. 








Mara of Old Babylon. Elizabeth P. 
Witheridge. Abingdon Press, Nashville. 
$1.50. 


The Wright Brothers, First to Fly. 
Madge Haines and Leslie Morrill. Abing- 
don Press, Nashville. $1.50. 

Burro Boy and His Big Trouble. 
Bannon. Abingdon Press, Nashville. 


Laura 
$1.50. 








DANISH REBEL 

JOHANNES KNUDSEN 

The biography of Niels F-S. 
Grundtvig, the 18th century 
Danish theologian and _philoso- 
pher, founder of the modern 
Danish folk school. $3.50 


FOOLS FOR CHRIST 
JAROSLAV PELIKAN 
A new analysis of the concept of 


The Holy approached through 
the avenue of the intellect, con- $s 
science and art. $3.00 


at all book stores 
MUHLENBERG Press 
Philadelphia 


CLASSIFIED 


SIX CENTS per word and initial including 
address. Minimum: $2 cash with order. 


HELP WANTED 


WANTED BY CHURCH of around 1100 

members in rapidly growing surburban 
area in southern city, young man or young 
woman to serve as Director of Christian 
Education or young people’s worker. 
Specialized training desirable but not 
essential. Previous experience in teach- 
ing or business helpful. Address replies 
to Box H-4, c/o Outlook, 1 N. Gth St., 
Richmond, Va. 
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The intelligent man’s re-introduction 
to the Christian religion. Solid, pro- 
vocative works by creative theolo- 
gians who challenge modern thinking 
... illuminating the Way of the Cross 
rather than the Road to Success. 


These volumes, although contain- 
ing much new insight, are also planned 
to appeal to readers whose religious 
training ended in Sunday School and 
who are in need of guidance during 
the current “boom in faith.” 


Comments The Christian Century: “It 
is high time that the newer theological 
currents found expression in nontech- 
nical language which the educated lay- 
man, in and outside the churches, can 
understand. At the same time, this 
needs to be done without watering 
down content or oversimplifying 
issues. The present series is an attempt 
to be popular in the best sense of the 
world . . . Laudable indeed.” 


THE RENEWAL OF MAN 


by Alexander Miller A Twentieth Cen- 
tury essay on justification by faith. $2.95 


MAN’S KNOWLEDGE 
OF GOD By william Wolf God's 


revelation of Himself in history and its 
meaning for contemporary man. $2.95 


DOING THE TRUTH 


by James A. Pike A fresh analysis of 
Christian ethics with special attention to 
the dynamic for goodness found in man’s 
relationship with God. $2.95 


HARDNESS OF HEART 


by E. La B. Cherbonnier A new inter- 
pretation of the doctrine of sin, not as 
inherited taint, nor breaking of rules, but 
as the worship of contemporary idols. 
Ready in June. $2.95 


THE STRANGENESS OF 
THE CHURCH 


by Daniel T. Jenkins A fresh under- 
standing of the church and a plan for its 
future. Ready in July. $2.95 


At all booksellers, or direct from 


DOUBLEDAY & CO., INC. 


Dept. CF, Garden City, N. Y. 





15 








%, % a 
~/ urnam, 


ty 33 


be Plat raf 4 
eC /Niversity uwiorary 





N.C 


we 


lyily laden these days... 


KEEP THEM COMING 


.- . for he has two fresh substitutes! 


The faithful postman serving your PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK offices is bearing up well under 
mail bags brimming with the mail you send this way these days. 


OUTLOOK readers generally respond enthusiastically to attractive advertising in these pages, 
but seldom more unanimously than to our offerings of recent weeks: 


Such items as: 


1. The March 14 issue (on segregation) in quantities, 
selling for 6 copies for $1; 15 copies, $2; 50 copies, $5; 
100 copies, $10. 


2. The Draft Catechism of the Church of Scotland. But 
why wouldn’t most people want this 80 page bargain with 
such first-class discussion material. Only 25¢ per copy, 
single or quantity. 


3. And of course the mail is full of orders for Dr. E. F. 
Scott’s recommended book on Paul’s Epistle to the Romans 
at only $1 per copy in the paper edition. This is the circle 
study book and you will recall that one small ad in 
THE OvuTLooK sold the complete supply in this country 

. and orders kept coming in until THE OuTLOoK was 
named the exclusive American distributor for the British 
publishers. The first shipment by boat landed in Baltimore 
on April 7 and books were scheduled for shipment to 
customers beginning April 11 


4. Then, of course, Christian Family Week has created 

demands for several of Dr. Foreman’s pamphlets or cards: 

a. The attractive card for Mother’s Day, May 8 or 
Christian Family Week, May 1-8, is “The Saint in the 
Window and the Saint in the House” at 25¢ each, with 
20% discount for orders of 20-49 copies ; 25% discount for 
50-99 copies; 334%4% discount for 100 or more; 40% dis- 
count for 300 or more. 

b. “Helps in Having Family Prayers,’ pamphlet at 100 
for $1.50. 

c. “How to Lead Your Child to Christ,’ pamphlet at 
100 for $1. 

d. “How to Get More Out of Prayer,” pamphlet at 100 
for $1. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
1 N. 6th St. 
Richmond 19, Virginia 


Yes, | want some of the items listed. Please send by return mail (except in the case of the 


Portfolio on Mark) the following quantities of items: 


5. Spring also marks graduation time for some and wed- 
dings for others and the substitute postmen may have to 
be called in to handle your orders for these: 

a. R. S. V. Bibles in all editions from $3.25 to $100, 
in cloth or leather bindings. Some will want: 

The new white, genuine leather binding with 3-color 

presentation page—boxed—at $7.00 (or white leatheroid 
with zipper, $6.00. Allow a few days extra for delivery 
on this edition). 

b. FROM THIS DAY FORWARD, Thoughts About 
a Christian Marriage, Foreman, $1.50, cloth; paper (gift) 
edition, boxed, $1. 


6. Miscellaneous items that might be used for yourself 
—or gifts, or in Adult elective classes—or for distribution 
to Elders, DCEs, etc. are: 

a. GOD’S WILL AND OURS (Faith, Foreordination 
and Freedom), Kenneth J. Foreman, (paper) 75¢. 

b. Portfolio on the Ten Commandments by Ernest 
Trice Thompson, $1, 6 for $5; 25 for $20. 

c. Portfolio on Acts, Thompson. Same price as above. 

d. Portfolio on Mark, Thompson. Same price as above. 
This item is out of print at the present time but a new 
printing is coming up. Place your reservations now. 

e. The Sermon on the Mount ... and Its Meaning for 
Today, by E. T. Thompson, $2 


7. But most of all THE OvuTLook mail is overflowing 
with subscription renewals and new subscriptions—today’s 
outstanding buy for Presbyterian news while it is news 

a. 50 issues of THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK, $5. 

b. 100 issues $10. 

c. Special rate to ministers, DCEs, 100 issues, $8; 50 
issues, $4. Foreign postage $1 extra. 


This is the TEST advertisement a 


If you want the post- 


man to come YOUR 
No. 1; No. 2; 
No. 4c; _____ No. 4d; 
No. 5b (cloth); 
No. 6c; 
No. 7c. 


I am enclosing my check/money order for $ 
Postage paid where cash accompanies order. 


No. 3; No. 4a; No. 4b; 
No. 5a (specify edition. = ====_) 
No. 5b (paper); ____. No. 6a; No. 6b; 

No. 6d; No. 6e; Ne. 7a; ______. Ne, 7b; 





way soon with some 
of these interesting 
items ... just fill in 
and mail this form 


TODAY... 


—______.mmt. Or, charge my account, ( ). 


Name 





Address 


meee eee 


poco ooo 
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PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 








